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• 研究倫理中的重要原則
• 研究倫理中原則典範的挑戰
• 健康照護專業中關係論的緣起
• 健康照護專業中關係的倫理（relational ethics）之
主軸

• 健康照護專業中倫理的關係（ethical relationships）
之要素

• 研究倫理中關係典範（relationship paradigm）之
運用

• 倫理留心（ethical mindfulness）之特質。
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http://www.scmp.com/news/china/policies-politics/article/1940511/china-launches-probe-baidu-

over-paid-search-listings
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• PARIS - Medical experts said on Tuesday that the death of a 

man in a French drug trial was probably caused by the 

compound itself, saying it was probably toxic.
– https://www.enca.com/technology/experts-blame-toxic-drug-deadly-

french-medical-trial
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• 2002

• 52 year old with 9-year 

history of heart disease
– irreversible high blood 

pressure

• Lived for 10 months

with the device

• Sustained fatal stroke

• Died two days later after 

brain dead
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• a 14-page ~ trial's informed consent form

– bluntly outlined the experiment's risks
• stroke, brain and organ damage, discomfort and pain

• Risk
– “New and experimental operation”

– Complications could occur (previously unknown or 

unforeseen)

• Potential benefits 
– “uncertain and not proven” 

– http://www.nytimes.com/2002/10/08/science/on-medicine-s-

frontier-the-last-journey-of-james-quinn.html?pagewanted=all
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• Dr. Caplan calls ''the conspiracy of optimism'' 

that surrounds medical research

• Mrs. Quinn recalls that she and her husband 

were intent on saving his life. 
– ''It was like a do-or-die situation,'' she said. 

– ''The device could save your life, or you die.''

• http://www.nytimes.com/2002/10/08/science/on-medicine-s-

frontier-the-last-journey-of-james-quinn.html?pagewanted=all
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• Lawsuit over consent process
• Recipient's widow says she and her husband 

were misinformed and misled on risks, benefits 
and the potential for pain and suffering 
– “There was no quality of life. It was too painful. He 

said he wished he'd never done it." 
• “The informed-consent process failed,” said Alan 

Milstein, Quinn’s attorney, who has represented 
plaintiffs in other cases involving clinical trials. 
– “They didn’t understand what it meant to volunteer for a 

human subject experiment. They thought this was his only 
chance, that it was a therapeutic option, and not that he was 
a human guinea pig.” 
• http://ahrp.org/artificial-heart-implant-leads-to-suit-over-consent-process/
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• Principle-based justice ethics
– Focus on balancing principles

– Presumes universal, or at generalizable, ethics

– Individual is primary

– Foster a psychological distance between scientists 

and subject
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Not absolute
– Changing 

– Many variables exist in the context

– In conflict 

– Several principles seem to be applicable

• A moral person's actual duty is determined by 

weighing and balancing all competing prima 

facie duties in any particular case. 
– W.D. Ross, moral philosopher
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1. continuing errors and abuse of human 

subjects of research in America despite federal 

regulations

2. American regulations should not be applied in 

all cultures
– American regulations grounded in the principles of 

autonomy, beneficence and justice

3. regulation is not the answer to all ethical  

questions concerning human subject research

• King, Henderson, & Stein, 1999
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• What principles is applicable in this case?

• How would applying the principlist paradigm 

help you analyze this case?

• Impartiality scientist’s 

connectedness to participants?
– Nurse? Researcher?
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• Scientific 

responsibility
– Search for truth 

through randomized 

controlled trial (RCT)

• Ethical duty
– Protecting welfare 

jeopardizing control

Scientific 

Rigor

Participant 

welfare
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• Ethics  is  concerned  with  whether  or  not  our  

actions  are  morally good (Pesut & Johnson, 

2013) and with judgments about what is  right  

or  wrong  (Fry  &  Veatch,  2011).
– (Benner, 2004)

– Benner, P. (2004). Relational Ethics of Comfort, 

Touch, and Solace—Endangered Arts? American 

Journal of Critical Care, 13(4), 346-349.
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• considers “how we interact with others”
– (Oberle & Raffin Bouchal, 2009)

• Attention  to  
– 道德空間

the moral space where morality is enacted

– 自己與他人的關係
the relationship between self and others
• (Benner, 2004)

– Benner, P. (2004). Relational Ethics of Comfort, Touch, and 

Solace—Endangered Arts? American Journal of Critical Care, 

13(4), 346-349.
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• directs us to an analysis of the ‘relational space 

as the location of enacting morality’ 
– Bergum (2004), p. 487

• The significance of relationships 
– ‘we can only live well autonomously if we live well 

together’ 
• Bergum (2004), p. 491

– moral good and happiness is rooted in our 

relationships with others
• MacDonald, H. (2007). Relational ethics and advocacy in 

nursing: Literature review. Journal of Advanced Nursing, 

57(2), 119-126. doi: 10.1111/j.1365-2648.2006.04063.x
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Researcher

Human 
Subjects 
(Patients)

Family

Community

Funding 
Agents

Other HCP

Other 
Patients

Relational ethics assumes  

that ethical practice is  

consistently situated in  

relationships—with  

patients, family members,  

other caregivers,the 

community, and the health 

care system (Bergum, 

2013; Pergert & Lutzen, 

2012).
Benner, P. (2004). Relational 

Ethics of Comfort, Touch, and 

Solace—Endangered Arts? 

American Journal of Critical 

Care, 13(4), 346-349.  
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• Moore, J., Engel, J., & 

Prentice, D. (2014). 

Relational ethics in 

everyday practice. Canadian 

Oncology Nursing Journal, 

24(1), 31-39. 
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1. Full meaning of RESPECT  mutual respect
– reliance on compassionate and reciprocal 

empathy for the feelings of others

– understand “original position” 

behind a veil of ignorance
• Bergum, V., & Dossetor, J. B. 

(2005). Relational ethics: 

The full meaning of respect. 

Hagerstown, MD: University 

Publishing Group
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• interactive and reciprocal

• emphasis on respect for and acceptance of 

difference

• both respectful of others and respectful of 

oneself

• Bergum V. (2004) Relational ethics in nursing. In Toward a Moral 

Horizon: Nursing Ethics for Leadership and Practice (Storch J.L., 

Rodney P. & Starzomski R., eds), Pearson Education Canada Inc., 

Toronto, pp. 485–503.
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2. Interpersonal relationship
– Duty to interact with subjects on their own terms 

in response to their own needs

3. Common good – partners
– Scientists and prospective participants to uphold 

the common good rather than individualistic 

notions of the good life 
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4. Based upon justice-Care position
1. individuality is a product of ongoing 

interactions between a person and her or his 

social environment 

2. respect for individuality need not threaten a 

sense of community 

3. one cannot care for others without recognizing 

and being responsive to their individuality



Hsieh, Hsiu-Fang, PHD, RN, Department of Nursing, Fooyin University

28

5. Research Vulnerability
– a susceptibility to harm that does not rest solely 

upon the physical, psychological, or social 
characteristics that society views as 
disadvantageous, but upon the degree to which 
an individual's welfare is dependent upon the 
specific actions of scientists within a specific 
experimental context

• Subjects: susceptibility to research risks
• Scientists: specific ability to alleviate risk
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1. Embodiment

2. Mutuality

3. Engagement

4. non-coercion
– Freedom

5. Choice

6. Consideration of the environment
• Bergum, V., & Dossetor, J. B. (2005). Relational ethics: 

The full meaning of respect. Hagerstown, MD: University 

Publishing Group 
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• focus on both the mind and body
– healing for the person focus on both the mind and body

• requires nurses to connect with others in a way that 
they can really understand what the person is 
experiencing

• Bergum, V., & Dossetor, J. B. (2005). Relational ethics: The full 
meaning of respect. Hagerstown, MD: University Publishing Group 

• as the recognition ‘that scientific knowledge and 
human compassion are given equal weight …emotion 
and feeling are as important to human life as physical 
signs and symptoms’ (p. 492) 

– Bergum V. (2004) Relational ethics in nursing. In Toward a Moral 
Horizon: Nursing Ethics for Leadership and Practice (Storch J.L., 
Rodney P. & Starzomski R., eds), Pearson Education Canada Inc., 
Toronto, pp. 485–503.
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• a relationship that is beneficial to both parties

• encompasses a deep understanding of the 

values, beliefs, and goals of the other

• is a reciprocal and interactive process

• a human exchange that rewards 
– the nurse with truly knowing the person and 

– the patient with a sense that his or her participation 

in care is respected and invited
• Bergum, V., & Dossetor, J. B. (2005). Relational ethics: 

The full meaning of respect. Hagerstown, MD: University 

Publishing Group 
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• takes time and skill, requires the nurse 
– to connect with the patient with openness, trust, and 

responsiveness and 
– to set appropriate boundaries

• Bergum, V., & Dossetor, J. B. (2005). Relational ethics: The full 

meaning of respect. Hagerstown, MD: University Publishing Group 

• key components of engagement
– True presence, personal responsiveness, and empathy 

• cultivation of a sensitivity that promotes authentic 
connection

• Engaging in the ‘lived life’ of the individual, at the same 
time that we engage in the ‘lived body’, is the 
embodiment of care in nursing

• Bergum V. (2004) Relational ethics in nursing. In Toward a Moral Horizon: 

Nursing Ethics for Leadership and Practice (Storch J.L., Rodney P. & 

Starzomski R., eds), Pearson Education Canada Inc., Toronto, pp. 485–503.
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• not forcing someone to do something against 

that person’s wishes

• Not to limit choice and freedom

• the person should be regarded as someone who 

is capable of self-determination and moral 

decision-making
• Bergum, V., & Dossetor, J. B. (2005). Relational ethics: 

The full meaning of respect. Hagerstown, MD: University 

Publishing Group 



Hsieh, Hsiu-Fang, PHD, RN, Department of Nursing, Fooyin University

34

• is the ability to make one’s own decisions and is 

directly tied to freedom
– (Bergum & Dossetor, 2005)

• Within this context, the capacity for choice or 

autonomy is seen as interdependent, and 

emerges out of the moral space that asks “what 

are you going through?” and “what is the best 

thing to do in this situation?” 
– (Wright & Brajtman, 2011, p. 24)
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• “each of us… a living system… that changes through 

daily action”

• Interconnectedness: how the environment (e.g., patient, 

family member, health care providers) directly or 

indirectly affects each other

• explores critical elements or characteristics of the 

healthcare system within which nurses work and how 

the nature of nurses’ relationships is affected by this 

system
– the impact/ influence of political and power structures that 

play a role in relationships and patient care
• Bergum, V., & Dossetor, J. B. (2005). Relational ethics: The full 

meaning of respect. Hagerstown, MD: University Publishing Group 
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• Advocacy 擁護/代言 is “universally considered 

a moral obligation in nursing practice” (p.119)

• “Relational context has a powerful role in 

influencing nurses’ advocacy actions” (p. 125)

– MacDonald, H. (2007). Relational ethics and 

advocacy in nursing: Literature review. Journal of 

Advanced Nursing, 57(2), 119-126. doi: 

10.1111/j.1365-2648.2006.04063.x
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• rooted in 
1. the recognition and valuing of patient rights

2. the role of nurses as advocates for the 

interests and rights of individuals

• Bandman E. & Bandman B. (2002) Nursing Ethics 

Through the Life Span, 4th edn. Prentice Hall, Upper 

Saddle River, NJ.

• Mallik M. (1997) Advocacy in nursing – a review of the 

literature. Journal of Advanced Nursing 25, 130–138.
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• Relational Ethic Derived from a Justice-Care 

Perspective

• Research Vulnerability as a Relational Construct

• Relationalism and Participant Perspectives

• Debriefing as Part of the Ongoing Process of 

Co-Learning

• "Paper Three: Relational Ethics and Research with Vulnerable 

Populations" Online Ethics Center for Engineering 6/27/2006 National 

Academy of Engineering Accessed: Wednesday, October 07, 2015 

<onlineethics.org/Topics/RespResearch/ResResources/nbacindex/mi

ndex/mpaper3.aspx>. From http://onlineethics.org/cms/9004.aspx

http://onlineethics.org/cms/9004.aspx
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• as a Relational Construct

• Research vulnerability is defined 
– in terms of a susceptibility to harm that does not 

rest solely upon the physical, psychological, or 

social characteristics that society views as 

disadvantageous, but upon the degree to which an 

individual's welfare is dependent upon the specific 

actions of scientists within a specific experimental 

context. 
– "Paper Three: Relational Ethics and Research with Vulnerable Populations" Online Ethics 

Center for Engineering 6/27/2006 National Academy of Engineering Accessed: Wednesday, 

October 07, 2015 

<onlineethics.org/Topics/RespResearch/ResResources/nbacindex/mindex/mpaper3.aspx>. 

From http://onlineethics.org/cms/9004.aspx

http://onlineethics.org/cms/9004.aspx
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• Relationship in Research
– Relationship-focused

– Richly contextual perspective

• King, Henderson, & Stein, 1999

Principlist Paradigm

Relationships Paradigm
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1. Relationships

2. Interactions

3. Contextual and 

historical 

considerations

4. Power

5. Responsibility
– King, N. M. P., Henderson, G. E., 

& Stein, J. (Eds.). (1999). Beyond 

regulations: Ethics in human 

subjects research. Chapel Hill: 

University of North Carolina 

Press.
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1. Multi-layering
– Layering of relevant relationships

– Identifies relevant relationships in research
• King, Henderson, & Stein, 1999
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2. Context-based /Environment
– Describes and names context in which research 

takes place

– Context-based
• Culture, gender, race/ethnicity, community, place

– Cross-cutting issue, wider frames of reference

– Historical considerations

• King, Henderson, & Stein, 1999
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• King, Henderson, & Stein, 1999, p.1

Researchers Subjects
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3. Narrative focus / 

Engagement
– Involves stories and 

interactions

– Scientist-participant 

dialogue

• King, Henderson, & 

Stein, 1999
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4. Continuity
– Has a temporal feature that does not begin or end 

with research project itself
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5. Change
– Change in relationships over time

– Not predetermined
• King, Henderson, & Stein, 1999
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1. Define, describe, elaborate on the nature of the 
researcher-subject relationship in the case

2. Is there a priority ranking of relevant relationships 
besides research-subject?

3. What is the nature of the research in this case? (e.g. is 
it considered necessary? Does it have significant, and 
if so, for whom?)

4. How is power reflected or enacted through the 
relationships in this case?

5. What, if anything, is missed by using the principlist 
paradigm? What if you were only to use the 
relationship paradigm?
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vs.

– Guillemin & Hggen, 2008
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• If ethics is about how we should live, then it is essentially about 

how we should live together. 

• Acting ethically involves more than resolving ethical dilemmas 

through good moral reasoning; it demands attentiveness and 

responsiveness to our commitments to one another, to the earth, 

and to all living things. 

• Ethics is about our interdependency as well as our freedom, our 

emotions as well as our reason, and our unique situation as well 

as our human commonalities. It involves finding the fitting 

responses to our ethical questions.
– Austin, W. J. (2008). Relational Ethics. In L. M. Given (Ed.), The SAGE 

Encyclopedia of Qualitative Research Methods. Thousand Oaks, CA: 

SAGE.
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• Two paradigms overlap

• Both having meaning and value
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• Meaningful interaction 
 Meaningful study

• Reconfigure experimental procedure 

individually

Contextually defined obligations of the 

research contract
– Lack of control?
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• Is All Knowledge Worth Pursuing?
– Group stigmatization

• Re-evaluating the Ethical Significance of 

Research Benefits
– Questioning the moral value of the cost-benefit 

analysis

– Incentives for research participation

– Advocate for participants and/or society
• "Paper Three: Relational Ethics and Research with Vulnerable 

Populations" Online Ethics Center for Engineering 6/27/2006 National 

Academy of Engineering Accessed: Wednesday, October 07, 2015 

<onlineethics.org/Topics/RespResearch/ResResources/nbacindex/mi

ndex/mpaper3.aspx>. From http://onlineethics.org/cms/9004.aspx

http://onlineethics.org/cms/9004.aspx
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– Altman, 1994, p. 283

55
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• 倫理的重要時刻（ ethically important 

moments ）
– “ethically important moments in doing research—

the difficult, often subtle, and usually unpredictable 

situations that arise in the practice of doing 

research” 
• （Guillemin & Gillam, 2004, p.262）

– Guillemin, M., & Gillam, L. (2004). Ethics, reflexivity, and 

“Ethically Important Moments” in research. Qualitative Inquiry, 

10(2), 261-280. doi:10.1177/1077800403262360
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1. To acknowledge the role of ethically important 

moment in the everyday practice of research

2. Being prepared to give credence to not feeling 

quite right about a given situation

3. To articulate what is ethically important in the 

practice of research

4. Being reflexive

5. Courage
– Guillemin & Gillam, 2006

– Guillemin & Heggen, 2008
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• Four psychological/personal processes must 

take place before a person can behave ethically
– Rest (1982), a psychologist

• The four processes
1. moral sensitivity

2. moral reasoning

3. moral commitment

4. moral perseverance
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1. moral sensitivity
– the ability of the person to identify moral dilemmas, 

which takes place when a person uses cognitive 

processes to identify a moral problem 
• (Duckett et al., 1992; Pimple, 1995)

2. moral reasoning
– the process of thinking about proper actions to 

perform when facing ethical dilemmas (Pimple, 1995) 

and is conceptualized as a cognitive developmental 

process 
• (Duckett et al., 1992; Riesch et al., 2000)
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3. moral commitment
– being essential in allowing a person to choose 

moral actions over non-moral actions 
• (Pimple, 1995)

4. moral perseverance
– the strength and tenacity of the person to hold onto 

ethical decisions 
• (Pimple, 1995)
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• 研究者與參與者的關係
– 研究參與者為中心

• 有關係在乎（用心）
– 重視研究參與者：當作一回事

關係建構
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• 己所不欲 勿施於人
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Knowing is not enough; we 
must apply.

Willing is not enough; we 
must do.

知道並不足，我們必須運用。

有心並不足，我們必須去作。

– Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 
• 1749-1832

• German Playwright, Poet, Novelist 
and Dramatist.
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心安理得
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Questions?
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